Ross Petty’s
excellent
Cinderella will
make you feel
like a kid again

If panto were an Olympic
sport. then one suspects Ross
Petey has been slowly assem-
hling a gold medal wam over
the past decade and more,

And, this year, that team
has put together what even
the most venal French judge
would have to judge a gold
meclil routine,

Tt's called Cinderella: The
Sillyliciones Farnily Musicol and
it opened ot the Elgin Theatre
Thursday in what is almost
certain to be a too-briel run,
oncit the word gets armund,

And that word will be
“great”: From script to dinec-
tion to casting, this Cinderella
may be wearing glass lippers,
but the rest of her Is pure gold.

The script is courtesy of
playwright Chris Earle who,
aflter last year's Pefer Pan
misfire, has finnlly found the
philosopher’s stone when it
comes to transforming the
dross of well-worn fairy
tales into pure panto fools’
gold, stripping
the meat off the
bones of a well-
warn story and
|r.'||:l|.|'i|:|; it ann
with a mix of
songs and sil-
liness that will
have "em roll-
Ing in the aisles
throughout the
fvolldays,

From a falry
godmaother with
short-term memaory prob
lems 1o o cootie-driven lass
carriage. Earle combines the
familinr with the sublimely
richiculous
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Things get really ugly in Cinderella: The Sillylicious Family Musical, when Bertha Von Botox (Ross Petty) and her, uh, “handsome” daughters Plumbum
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(Dan Chameroy) and Carnivia (Adam Brazier) arrive on the scene. Petty’s annual holiday pantomime is on stage at the Elgin Theatre until Jan. 4.

and Petty have assembled a
Nawdess cast and transformed
it into an impressive piece of
panto machinery

To carry the love
story that sits at
the story’s heart,
they've recrulted
PFaula Brancati as a
thoroughly modem
Cindierella, opposite
Jake Epsteins rock-
ing Prince Goorge,
hoth of whom
shine. Perhaps the
final testament (o
their skill is they
can hold their own
against everything this panto
cin tarose at them,

That would include that
aferementioned fairy god

mnther (winningly

with such a + KK played by Patty
deft touch that Sullivan in o stun-
it all becomes Cinderella: ning professional
fresh and new  The Sillylicious  debui) and Cin-
an, best af all, derella’s loyal and
dellgheiul. I-'an!ily Musical loveahle sidekick
Once Earle Elgin Theatre [played by ver
finished work- Director: Ted Dykstra eran Eddie Glen),
ing his magie, gy o Theonsomble  P0th of whom give

Potty then
handed it over
o director Ted Dykstra, and
e, oo, seems 10 have plugged
straight into the panto athos,
polishing Earle's script until it
shines like a new penny.

To pccomplish this, Dykstra

performances cer-
1ain to charm, as
do Karen LeBlanc and Laurie
Murdeck in supporting roles.

But mostly, the silliness
comes courtesy of Cinderel-
la's wicked stepmother, the
buxom Bertha Von Botox

[ Petty himself ] and her two
strapping doughters, Carnivia
{Adam Brazier) and Plumbum

{Dan Chameroy) — a trio of
thesps who cheerfully remind
us at every tirn what a .LL'}
ol “drag” plays in the phrase:
“What the cat dragged in”
Sporting a front porch that
would be the envy of any
southern plantation house,
Petty is a cloying vision in
mephitidarn black and white,
with just o touch of purple pas
sion, while Brazier and Cha-

meroy conspine with costume
designer Erika Connor 1o put
colour hlindness at the top ol a
lot of Santa Wish Lists

Happily, their performances
are even more fearless than
thelr costumes, with Brazier
and Chameroy plumbing the
depths of vacuity with all-out
verve and lemdng 1L o Petty to
prove that, while wife Karen
Kain may not be the only one
in the family who dances,
she's most definkiely the only
one who dances well.

== |eft: Paula Brancati makes for a throughl
able to hold her own against everything t
at her. Above: Patty Sullivan makes a stunning professional debut as
Forgetful the Fairy Godmather.

0Of course, there's lor of
audlence participation and
music, “inspined by” a mnge of
pasp hits and, thanks to chore
ographer Tracey Flye, there's
also some preity spiffy donc-
Ing that sheows off the choms
to perfection, And, yes, there's
even the obligatory nod to cor-
porate sponsors, this year car-
riesd 1o such delicious heighis
that the panto could become
the Super Bow] of must-see
Christmas advertising.

Most of all, there's plenty af

I:I medern Cinderella and is

e wild pantomime can throw

Petty in a panto that flirts con
stantly with theatrical disister,
bt never succumbs, soaring
o ever-higher heights of Petty-
propelled silliness without eves
poing completely over the wop,
Chirlstmas, they tell us, is for
kids, and if you ever neoded a
reminder that, at heart, we ane
all kids and oecaslonally,
who of us doesn't? — Cin
derella: The Sillyiciows Family
Mursical is just the ticker.
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