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Aladdin is bright, happy and unrelentingly silly

COLIN MACLEAN
Special to the Sun

This ain't your father's
Alacdin.

Neither is it Disney's - soif
you're waiting for Robin Wil-
liams’s genie, you'll be dis-
appointed.

This is Ross Petry's Alad-
din.

Petty is the actor/producer
who has been staging dis-
tincily Canadian versions of
the British traditional Christ-
mas pantomime in Toronto
for the past decade or so.
Petty’s grab bag of familiar
tunes, knockabout buffoon-
ery and old jokes that should
have mercifully died off with
“dudeville, has settled in for
a run at the Jubilee Auditor-
ium through Sunday.

Bright, happy and unre-
lentingly silly, this is a family
show with enough going on
for all ages.

Itis also handsomely pro-
duced with an ace band in
the pit and some very tal-
ented clowns on stage sup-
ported by a large cast and
some of the cheesiest spe-
cial effects you've ever seen.

All pantos feature a man
dressed as a woman.

This time it's the widow
Render (Derek McGrath).
Her late husband was, of
course, called Fender
(Bender). For no particular
reason, she speaks in a broad
Newfie accent asking,
“How's ya getling’ on B'y?"”

Widow Bender has two
loutish assistants, Weenie
(Jonathan Ellul) and Beans
(Mark Allan). “One does nu-
thin” and the other helps.”

then do her in so he can in-
herit the kingdom. No one
can get his name right - it
comes out as A Brassiere.

How evil is he? Well, at one
point when everyone is boo-
ing him he snarls,

“If you don't cut that out
I'll shut down the Low Level
Bridge again.”

The jokes don't get a
whaole lot better than that,
but they are low down
enough to be really funny.,

Aladdin comes across the
disguised princess in the
street and, not knowing her

name, kisses her. Aladdin
(breathlessly): “1 suppose we
should exchange names.”

Princess: “Why? I don't
want a boy's name."

The ragbag of well-deliv-
ered music comes from eve-
rywhere — Willy Wonka,
Disco Inferno, Puttin’ On the
Ritz — and we all get to sing
along with a rousing version
of, If I Had a Million Dol-
iars.

The genie is the top billed
Eret (the Hitman) Hart,

The ex-wrestler is a bit
glum on stage but gamely

fakes a dance or two and is
real good at saying, "I amn the
genie of the lamp. Your wish
is my command.”

The direction by (ex-Ed-
montonian} Ted Dykstra is
sure and works the mate-
rial well and the dances by
(ex-Edmontonian) Tracey
Flye are lively and eve-
catching.

This Aladdin is irreverent
and unpretentious and eve-
ryone on stage seems ro be
having such a good time
making bad jokes it would
be churlish not to join in.




Our slinky narrator/She- |
herazade is the foxy
Jennifer Dale. She first
appears as a librarian
but is soon tricked out
&5 Sheherazade, the al-
luring spinner ol Per-
sian varns.

Widow Bender's son
Aladdin {Jamie
McKnight), turns out
to be a sk8terboi
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slacker. i

He's alazy kid. "How A E
lazyis he?” yells the au-

dience who obviously : :
are party to this trav- MPE:YE. piﬁfdjn
esty. p e Ju-
-r'}i{[_.-s so lazy he bilee  Auditorium
#dinks manual labour  through Sunday.
is his Spanish teacher.” COLIN SAYS: ‘Irrev-
Running atthesame  erent and unpreten-
time is the story of the  tious.’
Persian Princess Ja- CURTAIN CALL: 4
cuzzi (Rhoslynne Bu- SUNS (out of 5)
gay) who will only
marry someone she
loves. The evil court magi- SUPPLIED PHOTO
cian Abanazeer (Ross Petty) = Bret (the Hitman) Hart as the genie and Jennifer Dale as narrator/Sheherazade star in

desires to, marry, ter ‘and, " "Aladdin, The fug-for-the-whole-family event is at the Jubilee Auditorium through Sunday.




