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Abracadabrashazam!

Here comes Alacdin, rubbing his pesky little kwp, and hey, prestol The Genie
of British pantomime is back on the Toronto stage just in time for Christmas,
*anto, a hoary relic of music hall, Tas long since been sanitized for
kil viewing, but as connoisseurs know, some of the essential ele-
ments remain: crossclh CRsIng, ;,l.d-|il:hi:|g forever pep rencdi-
tions of pop hits and los ol audience participation.
In this year's production of Aladdin, the Magical Family
Musiend, it's going 1o be jeers for Ross Peuy, the hyperevil
wizard Abanazar (seen at lelt, wp), and cheers for the
Genie of the Ring, TV's chauerbox Camilla Scott (cen-
e left), and Tyley Ross’s hero (far left). The Emper-
or of China is being impersonated by Ernie
L Coombs, TV's Mr. Dressup (right), while Barry
n mhp MacGregor swishes his skirts as Wiclow Twankey.
The only name missing is Karen Kain, Petty's
wile, who in the past has dusted gliter on the
mavhem. Kain retired this year from the National
Ballet and, says Petty, “Its still oo early for her 1o
clo one of these light things again.” The orches-
trat is led by David Warrack, direction and chore-
ography are by Glen Kotyk, and sets and cos-
tumes are being transported by magic rug from
el mi!{hl‘_r. Star sponsor lor the 51.2-million
show is Eaton's, with associate sponsor Dynamic
Mutual Funds. For those too Gar Ay 1o reach
Toronto's Elgin Theatre between Dec. 8 and
Jan. 3, CTV s aining two of Petty's past pan-
tos: Kofn food on Dec, 17 and Jack and the
Besrnstall om Dec, 84, —Gims Mal1rgl



